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My heart Is absolutely broke with the misfortunes of the
King of Sweden. Nothing pleased me more in the thoughts
of going abroad than some hopes I had of being sent to
that Court; and now,to see that poltroon Augustus putting
out his manifestoes, and pretending again to Poland after
the tame submissions he made!1 It puts me In mind of
the sick lion in the fable. Among all the insults offered
him nothing vexed him so much as the spurns of an ass. I
hope you are laying new stocks to revive your poetical
reputation. But I am wholly in the dark about you, whether
you have left the North, or are only sent back on an em-
bassy from the Envoy,

You have the best friend in the world, Mr. Addison,
who is never at ease while any men of worth are not so;
and Mr. Steele is alter ab Ufa What says my Lord Dorset?*
You had not me for a counsellor when you chose him for
a patron.

Is Colonel Hunter gone to his government?3 He is
m^chant kommey and he has never written to me since he
came from France, and I came for Ireland. Your Colonel
Whaiey and I are mighty good acquaintance, he loves and
esteems you much, and I am sorry that expedition did not
hold.4 When you write any more poetry, do me honour;
mention me in it. It is the common request of Tully and
Pliny to the great authors of their age; and I will contrive
it so that Prince Posterity shall know I was favoured by
the men of wit in my time.

Pray send me word how your affairs are, that I may
order my manner of writing to you accordingly, and re-
in the Queen's Ministry33 (" Prose Works/ v, 382, and supra^ p. 148,

XL 3)-

1 The allusion is to the events connected with the battle of Pultowa^
which was fought on S July in that year.
3 S-afyra^ p. no, n. I.

3  Hunter (supra, p. 133, n. 3) had before then returned to England
and been appointed Governor of New York   He did not sail for that
province until the following1 year.

4 The reference is probahly to Bernard Whaiey, an officer in what
is now known as the Staffordshire Regiment.   According' to Dalton
(" English Army Lists/ v, 182) this regiment was stationed in Ireland
for some years before 1707, when it embarked for the West Indies.
Probably the regiment did not sail until a later date, or Whaiey was
left behind for special duty.   He did not become Lieutenant-Colonel
of his regiment until 1712, bat may have been previously given brevet
rank..S., xii, 604) an attempt is made to trace
